The Ancient Worlds of Asia
nine "kings of untruth," the rebels conquered by the king, bound to each other by a rope round their necks and with their hands tied behind their backs. Plaques on each side and underneath have an inscription in three languages, old Persian, Elamite and Babylonian, cut into the rock in cuneiform characters. It begins thus:.
"King Darayavaush proclaims: The mighty King, King of Kings, King of Persia, King of the lands, Descended from Arsames The Achaemenian."
There follow the king's genealogy, a list of his territories and the principles of his government, the history of the Persian kingdom from the death of Gambyses to the campaign against the Scythians, a large proportion of which is taken up by the account of the crushing of Gaumata, the impostor who tried to pass himself off as Cambyses' brother, and the defeat of the nine rebel "kings of untruth". The text stresses the veracity of the facts it reports, puts the reader on his guard against untruth and proclaims the axioms of good government:
"King Darayavaush proclaims: King, thou who shalt reign In the days to come, Keep and protect thyself From insolent imposture.
King Darayavaush proclaims:
Oramazda and all the other gods of the universe
Have come to my aid
Only because I was not the servant of evil,
Not a servant of imposture,
Because I have committed no act of violence,
Neither I nor any of my race.ormer trade-route from Hamadan in Babylonia via Kermanshah. Along this route, once a military road, stand several monuments dating back to ancient kings and carved out of the local rock. Darius chose a vertical rock-face, some distance away from the route and about one hundred and sixty feet above ground level as a precaution against the hand of sacrilege, to record and commemorate his victories in figures and inscriptions. These figures are not in high relief, but. carved in the round, framed in stone and set against the rock-face. The great king, as on his tomb described above, is leaning on his bow with his right hand raised to the emblem of Ahuramazda, but here his left foot rests on the body of the defeated Gaumata. Behind him stand two Persians, one with bow and quiver and the other holding a two-handed lance. In front of him, j:heir names carved on the stone, stand the
